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Welcome to the Shirlee &
Henry Fonda Theatre Academy

At the Omaha Community Playhouse, we believe theatre is
not an “extra,” but an essential part of a well-rounded
education. We believe learning about self-expression and
finding your voice is just as important as decided what “X" is
in an algebraic equation or where “Promethium” falls on the
Periodic Table of Elements.

We hope you'll consider joining us by
taking a class from our full range of
offerings and keep coming back for

more. You won't be disappointed!

Let SHFTA help you reach your full

potential - on stage and off.

Each of our courses range from 8 to 12
weeks with payment plans available,
so they're the perfect way to explore

and find your theatrical passion.

“ Theatre is far more than performance -
it's a dynamic form of learning that

nurtures creativity, empathy,
collaboration, and confidence. ”

- BRANDON BOX-HIGDEM, ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
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LOWER ELEMENTARY CLASSES

Ages 5to 8 Grades K - 2 | 8-Week

SUPER STORYTELLERS
Cost: $150

Saturdays | 9-10 am.
Fall: Sept. 6 - Oct. 25
Winter: Jan. 10 - Feb. 28

Ie)

Join in the fun of this 8-week class exploring
storytelling skills. Students will learn all about
acting and strengthen their voices and confidence.
Students will perform a piece at the final showcase.
Don’t miss out on this adventure!

*This class does not study music or dance.

Taught by: Roz Parr & Evelyn Hill

PETITE PERFORMERS

Cost: $150

Saturdays | 10:15 - 11:15 a.m.
Fall: Sept. 6 - Oct. 25
Winter: Jan. 10 - Feb. 28

Get ready for some musical theatre! Students will
study acting, singing, and dancing through some
beloved musical theatre pieces. They will build their
skills and present their work at the final showcase.
Come sing and dance with usl!

Taught by: Kenzie Sawyer & Alice Franssen

PUPPET PLAYTIME
Cost: $150

Saturdays | 11:30 - 12:30 p.m.

Fall: Sept. 6 - Oct. 25
Winter: Jan. 10 - Feb. 28

Build your very own best friend! Students will study
acting via the world of puppetry! Students will create
puppets and a short play together featuring those
puppets. Students will perform their piece
immediately following their last class.

Taught by: Roz Parr & Evelyn Hill

THEATRE



UPPER ELEMENTARY CLASSES

Ages 8 to 10 | Grades 3 - 5] 10-Week

FUNDAMENTALS OF

MUSICAL THEATRE

Cost: $175

Saturdays | 9-10 am.
Fall: Sept. 6 - Nov. 8
Winter: Jan. 10 - March 14

Students will engage in the basics of musical theatre:
singing, dancing, and acting! We will learn about our
instruments-the voice and the body-and learn
choreography and engage in scene work. Students
will perform their piece immediately following their
last class. Get ready to dance, sing, act, and have

some FUN!
Taught by: Kenzie Sawyer & Alice Franssen

CREATE A PLAY

Cost: $175

Saturdays | 10:15 - 11:15 a.m.
Fall: Sept. 6 - Nov. 8
Winter: Jan. 10 - March 14

Create a Play is perfect for any student who loves
using their creativity! Under the direction of our
teaching artists, students will write a play, focusing on
storytelling, collaboration, & writing skills. Over the
course of ten weeks, the playwrights will become actors
and prepare to perform the world premiere of their
play for family and friends on the last day of class.

Taught by: Evelyn Hill & Nadia Ra’Shaun

BEHIND THE SCENES
Cost: $175
Saturdays [ 11:30 am. - 12 p.m.
Fall: Sept. 6 - Nov. 8
Winter: Jan. 10 - March 14

In this ten-week class, students will work to design
costumes, sets, makeup, and a show poster for a
classic story with a twist. Before jumping into their own
creations, students will visit OCP’s costume shop, scene
shop, and both of our performance spaces to learn
about how productions come to life. This class is
perfect for the creative student in your lifel Family &
friends are invited for a special presentation of their
creations during the last class of the session.

Taught by: Evelyn Hill



MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL CLY¥SSES

Ages 1l to 18 | Grade 6 - 12 | 12-Week

MUSICAL THEATRE INTENSIVE

Cost: $200

Saturdays | 9-10 am.
Fall: Sept. 6 - Nov. 22
Winter: Jan. 10 - March 28

In this class, we will cover all of the main aspects of
musical theatre with the assistance of an accompanist
and a choreographer at select classes. Students will
learn to act a song and create a character that is
motivated to sing through their needs. The students will
score a scene from a musical and character of their
choice. They will learn the key techniques to auditioning
for musicals including comedic character work and
prepare an audition piece of their choice.

Taught by: Danielle Smith

IMPROV & ACTING

Cost: $200

Saturdays | 10:15 - 11:15 a.m.
Fall: Sept. 6 - Nov. 22
Winter: Jan. 10 - March 28

Improv is more than just thinking on your feet! All
experience levels in 6™ - 12" grade are welcome in
this introduction to the art of improvisation. Through
games and exercises, students will learn the rules of
improv, how to set up and finish a scene, and how to
tell a story in the middle.

Taught by: Dana Cassling & Giovanni Rivera

INTRO TO THEATRE DESIGN

Cost: $200

Saturdays [ 11:30 am. - 12 p.m.
Fall: Sept. 6 - Nov. 22

Winter: Jan. 10 - March 28

Students will be introduced to the vocabulary and roles
that are needed to turn a script into a full production.
Students will practice creating design concepts and
preliminary sketches for shows, collaborating and
receiving feedback from a team, and creating costume
and scenic renderings. At the end of the class they will
understand the effect a design can have on a show,
and the practical steps that need to be taken to turn a
concept into a creation.

Taught by: Dana Cassling




Students enrolled in Play in a Day will learn an entire play in just
one day! Actors will spend the day acting, memorizing lines, and
making choices all in preparation to perform their show at the end
of camp. Each date correlates to a public-school holiday, so these
workshops are the perfect way to keep your student learning!

FALL Friday | October17  Tuesday | November 4
9 - 4p.m. 9 -4p.m.

WINTER  Monday | January 19  Friday | February 13
9 -4p.m. 9-4p.m.

SPRING  Friday | March 13 Friday | April 6
9 - 4p.m. 9 -4p.m.

Friday | April 20
Sl




Production Classes at the Omaha Community Playhouse are more
than course or workshop: They're fully realized performances

featuring our Youth Troupe!l Complete with sets, props,
your student will have the opportunity to perform in a
and elevated production.

WINTER 2026 SPRING 2026

% %IENE

NEWSIES

Encore Sponsor:

UNION PACIFIC

Cost: $400 Cost:
Audition: Jan. 4 Audition:
Rehearsals: Jan. 6 - March 26 Rehearsals:
Performances: March 27 Performances:
March 28 (2 shows)
March 29

Production Classes require a 12-week
rehearsal commitment and 4
performances. Auditions are held before
the first rehearsal date to place students
in the proper roles, and to expose them to
the audition process which will include
dancing and singing. With only two
opportunities every year, don’t wait.

Sign up today!

and lighting,
professional

$400

April 12

April 14 - June 25
June 26

June 27 (2 shows)
June 28




ACTING 101
Cost: $175

Mondays | 530 -7 p.m.
Fall: Sept. 6 - Oct. 25
Taught by: Giovanni Rivera

In Acting 101, students will be introduced to the core
principles of acting through fun, engaging, and practical
exercises. Actors will explore character development,
voice, movement, improvisation and scene work while
learning how to connect emotionally and truthfully to
imaginary circumstances.

ACTING 102
Cost: $175

Mondays | 530 -7 p.m.
Winter: Jan. 5 - Mar. 9
Taught by: Jack Zerbe

Building on the foundation of Acting 101, this class is
designed for actors ready to deepen their craft.
Through advanced scene work, character analysis,
and movement exploration, students will refine their
technique and strengthen emotional connection.

ACTING 103
Cost: $175

Mondays | 530 -7 p.m.
Spring: March 30 - May 18
Taught by: Danielle Smith

Acting 103 is for students prepared to fully embody
complex characters and elevate their performance
to a professional level. Through intensive scene
study, ensemble work, actors will be challenged to
bring authenticity and nuance to every role. Get
ready to make some choices!

AUDITION SEASON PREP
Cost: $175

Saturdays | 1-2:30 p.m.
Fall: Sept. 6 - Oct. 25
Winter: Jan. 10 - Feb. 28
Spring: March 28 - May 16
Taught by: Curtis Reynolds

Audition Season is coming up fast! Let’s get you
prepared for all the auditions coming up throughout
Omabha. In this class we will select music pieces
personalized for you, go over acting choices for
those pieces, and prepare your music for your
accompanist. On our last day of class we will have a
mock audition with feedback from directors in the
area.




PROFESSIONAL
TRAINING
FOR ADULTS

CONF'DENCE IN This class is for adult movers who want to build
CHOREOGRAPHY confidence |fearn|ng a.nd performing choreography —
whether you're returning to dance after a break,
Cost: $ 175 starting for the first time, or hoping to feel more
Wednesdays | 5:30 -7 p.m. empowered in classes and auditions. Through a blend
Winter: Jan. 7 - Mar. 11 of technique, mindset coaching, and guided repetition,

Taught by; Kenzie Sawyer this class will he|p students sfreng’rhen musicc1|i’ry,
pickup skills, memory, and presence. The focus is not on

perfection, but on progress, personal growth, and
finding joy in movement.

Always wanted to learn to tap? This beginner-level
BEGINNING TAP class introduces adults to the fundamentals of tap
FOR ADULTS dance in a fun, relaxed, and rhythm-forward
Cost: $175 environment. We'll cover basic vocabulary, musicality,
Wednesdays | 3 - 430 pm.  and technique while building confidence in coordination
Spring: April 1 - May 20 and sound clarity. Whether you're starting from scratch

or brushing off old shoes, this class is about joyful
movement, progress at your own pace, and connecting
with rhythm from the ground up.

Taught by: Kenzie Sawyer

DIRECTING 101 Attendees will learn the basics of directing and will cover

the following topics: stage types, stage directions,

Cost: $ 175 character development 101, the breaking down of a scene,
Mondays | 5- 6:30 pm. how to create a prompt book, the basics of a rehearsal
Fall: Sept. 6 - Nov. 8 schedule, and the ins and outs of blocking. Participants
Winter: Jan. 5 - March 9 must bring a 10-minute scene to work in class beginning

Week Two. Participants are also encouraged to bring either
a laptop or cell phone access to the internet for this

DIRECTING 102 course's research requirement
Cost: $175

Mondays | 5- 6:30 p.m.
Spring: Mar. 30 - May. 18
Taught by:

Brandon Box-Higdem




PROFESSIONAL
TRAINING
FOR ADULTS

RHYTHM & FLOW Each week, students will learn a different combo to

some of the biggest hits from the musical theatre

Cost: $ 160 ‘ canon. A fun, encouraging environment to practice
Wednesdays | 5 - 6:30 p.m. learning choreography is what this class is all about
Fall: Sept. 10 - Oct. 29 - and a great way to get some movement in your

Taught by: Camille Balbuena body!

STAGE COMBAT Conflict is the backbone of drama. This class will

. explore an assortment of unarmed stage combat
Cost: $ 175 techniques utilizing a non-violent philosophy., with
Saturdays | 3 - 430 pm. no prior experience necessary! Test your limits with
Fall: Sept. 6 - Oct. 25 this action-packed course.

Taught by: Kevin Barratt

VOICE FOR THE STAGE | One of the most important tools for an actor is their

voice! In this class, students will extend their

Cost: $ 175 knowledge of their own voice and its capabilities
Tuesdays | 5-7 p.m. through movement, breathwork, and using the body
Fall: Sept. 9 - Oct. 28 as a helpful tool in speech. Students will also study
Taught by: Jack Zerbe accents and character voices to help put their new

skills into practice.

VOICE FOR THE STAGE I This class deepens the actor’s connection to their

voice through intermediate technique. Students will

Cost: $ 175 begin to explore vocal dynamics, projection, and
TU.eSdayS |15-7 p.m. resonance to meet the demands of live performance.
Winter: Jan. 6 - Mar. 11 Accent work and character voice development will

Taught by: Susie Baer Collins continue, with a focus on consistency and control.

VOICE FOR THE STAGE Ill This class is designed to provide analytical, vocal and

physical skills needed to improve your speech for the

Cost: $ 175 stage as well as in audition settings. Exercises and
Tuesdays | 5-7 p.m. Coachings will be utilizing projection, resonation, variety
Spring: March 31 - May 19 and nuance of songs and text. Shakespearean text will be
Taught by: Danielle Smith used to explore, as well as body energy and the proper

placement and production of of application for the
singer/actor.




En ORWELIESS
RIES

Lo

This 10-workshop series explores health, vocal longevity, intimacy, and
more! Perfect for experienced actors who need tips to keep themselves
healthy while maintaining an extensive performance schedule!l The
series will see Omaha-area health and theater professionals leading
workshops and answering questions. Sessions are held on the second
weekend of each month from September through June. Your body is
your instrument, take good care of it!

2025126 DATES

SEPTEMBER 14 FEBRUARY 14

OCTOBERI MARCH 14

NOVEMBERS  APRILII Cost: $200 for the series, or $25 for
DECEMBER13 MAY9
JANUARY 10 JUNE 13

10 - 12p.m.

individual workshops




SUMMER CAMPS

Lower Elementary

PAGE TO STAGE

Cost: $150 | Mon- Fri
9:00a.m.-12:00 p.m.
May 25 - 29
Students will have an incredible
time learning all about how the
words on the page make their
way to the stage! They'll create
characters, design costumes &
sets, and use their imaginations
to the fullest.

Mini-Production Camp

VELVETEEN RABBIT

Cost: $150 | Mon - Fri
9:00 am.-12:00 p.m.
June 22 -26
Let's put on a play! Students will

spend the week rehearsing a
play to perform on Friday for

family and friends. Every camper

plays a part in this classic talel

Mini-Production Camp

DOLLY THE
POLKA-DOTTED LLAMA

Cost: $150 | Mon - Fri
9:00 am.-12:00 p.m.

Junel-5
Let's put on a play! Students will
spend the week rehearsing a
play to perform on Friday for
family and friends. Every
camper plays a part in this
classic tale!

Enroll in both camps on
the same day for a
discounted price!

CRAFT & CREATE

Cost: $150 | Mon - Fri
9:00a.m.-12:00 p.m.
June 8 - 12

Campers will use their creativity
to build magical worlds and
characters. Each day will feature
a new craft meant to spark
inspiration where students will
have the freedom to let their
imaginations soar!

THEATRE IN
THE CLOUDS

Cost: $150 | Mon - Fri
9:00a.m.-12:00 p.m.
July 6 -10
The sky is the limit in this
imagination based camp! Learn
about Devised Theatre and
create your very own scene,
characters, and script.

PUPPETRY PALOOZA
Cost: $150 | Mon - Fri
9:00 am.-12:00 p.m.

July 13 -17

Campers create their own
puppets and bring them to life
through storytelling, songs, and

play! From sock puppets to
shadow shows, kids will explore
the magical world of puppetry!

Mini-Production Camp

AN ANARCTIC MYSTERY

Cost: $150 | Mon - Fri

9:00 am.-12:00 p.m.
July 20 - 24

Let's put on a play! Students will
spend the week rehearsing a
play to perform on Friday for

family and friends. Every camper

plays a part in this classic tale!

MOVEMENT & MORE
Cost: $150 | Mon - Fri
9:00 am.-12:00 p.m.

July 27 - 31

Students will explore movement
and how we use our bodies to
tell stories. Through dance,
stretching, improvisation, and
character exercises, students will
have a blast moving this week!




SUMMER CAMPS

Lower Elementary

Mini-Production Camp

WHY BANANAS BELONG TO THE
MONKEYS

Cost: $150 | Mon- Fri
12:30 - 3:30p.m.
May 25 - 29

Let's put on a play! Students will
spend the week rehearsing a
play to perform on Friday for

family and friends. Every camper

plays a part in this classic tale!

SWASHBUCKLING
ADVENTURES

Cost: $150 | Mon - Fri
12:30 - 3:30p.m.
June 22 -26

It's a pirate's life for me in this
camp for those that want to
move and play! Don your
eyepatch and perform a shanty
with us.

Mini-Production Camp

STONE Soup

Cost: $150 | Mon - Fri\
12:30 - 3:30p.m.
July 13 -17

Let's put on a play! Students will
spend the week rehearsing a
play to perform on Friday for

family and friends. Every camper

plays a part in this classic tale!

ONCE UPON A TIME

Cost: $150 | Mon - Fri
12:30 - 3:30p.m.
Junel-5

Straight out of a storybook! In
this camp, you'll meet Princes
and Princess, knights in shining
armor, and maybe even a
dragon or two. What story will
you tell?

X
AEN
SUPERHEROES
SAVE THE DAY!
Cost: $150 | Mon - Fri
12:30 - 3:30p.m.
July 20 - 24

Grab your capes and costumes
and help us save the day in this
camp designed to flex your
storytelling skills!

Enroll in both camps on
the same day for a
discounted price!

Mini-Production Camp

BUGS
Cost: $150 | Mon - Fri
12:30 - 3:30p.m.
June 8 -12

Let's put on a play! Students will
spend the week rehearsing a
play to perform on Friday for

family and friends. Every camper

plays a part in this classic tale!

Mini-Production Camp

LITTLE RED HEN

Cost: $150 | Mon - Fri
12:30 - 3:30p.m.
July 6 -10

Let's put on a play! Students will
spend the week rehearsing a
play to perform on Friday for

family and friends. Every camper

plays a part in this classic tale!

Mini-Production Camp

HOW ANANSI GOT HIS
STORIES

Cost: $150 | Mon - Fri
12:30 - 3:30p.m.
July 27 - 31

Let's put on a play! Students will

spend the week rehearsing a

play to perform on Friday for
family and friends. Every camper

plays a part in this classic tale!




SUMMER CAMPS

Uppper Elementary

IMPROV & ACTING

Cost: $250 | Mon- Fri
9:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.
May 25 - 29

Spend the week engaged in
scene work, theatre games, and
improv exercises! Campers will
prepare pieces to perm for
family and friends, no singing
and dancing required.

\\

MAKE YOUR
OWN MUSICAL

Cost: $250 | Mon - Fri
9:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.
Junel-5

Students enrolled in this camp
will spend the week writing,
rehearsing, and starring in their
very own musical. Through
collaboration and team building,
campers will prepare for their
world premierel!

Production Camp

ROBIN HOOD

Cost: $250 | Mon - Fri
9:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.
June 8 -12

Let's put on a play! Students will
spend the week rehearsing a
play to perform on Friday for

family and friends. Every camper

plays a part in this classic tale!

DANCE DANCE

EVOLUTION
Cost: $250 | Mon - Fri
9:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.
July 6 -10

Campers will explore
choreography, creative
movement, and the art of
performance. Dancers of all
levels will develop their skills,
confidence, and unique stylel

MUSICAL THEATRE CAMP

Cost: $250 | Mon - Fri
9:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.
June 15-19

Campers will get to experience
all aspects of musical theatre!
They will act, dance, and sing
through songs & scenes from
musical theatre's most iconic
shows, with a performance for

BEHIND THE SCENES

Cost: $250 | Mon - Fri
3:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.
July 13 -17

Students will design costumes,
sets & props for our camp
production of High School

Musical Jr! Before jumping into

their own creations, students will
visit OCP’s costume & scene
shop to learn about how our
productions come to life.

family and friends!

Production Camp

PETER PAN JR.
Cost: $400 | Mon - Fri
9.:00a.m. - 400p.m.
July 20 - 31

Campers enrolled in this two-
week production will audition,
rehearse, and prepare for their
performance for family and
friends. Join Peter in his
fantastical flying adventurel!




SUMMER CAMPS

Middle & High School

BROADWAY
BOOTCAMP
Cost: $250 | Mon- Fri
9:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.
May 25 - 29

Dive in to Broadway's most
beloved scenes and engage with
the fundamentals of singing,
dancing, and acting. Campers
will engage with technique to
unlock their triple-threat
potential and be a star!

BACKSTAGE BRUSHWORK: SCENIC
PAINTING & STAGE MAKEUP

Cost: $250 | Mon - Fri
9:00a.m. - 4:.00p.m.
Junel1-5

The world is your canvas in this
double artistic session. Students
will visit OCP’s Scene Shop to
learn the dos and don'ts of
scenic design, and create their
very own memorable
masterpieces!

SCREEN PLAY STUDIO

Cost: $250 | Mon - Fri
9:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.
June 22 - 26 | Age 12-14

Have you ever wanted to write
your own movies? Does creative
writing call to you just like the
stage? Is the pen mightier than
the sword?? Explore all this and
more with Screen Play Studio!

Production Camp

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL JR

Cost: $400 | Mon - Fri
9:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.
July 6 -17

Campers enrolled in this two-
week production will audition,
rehearse, and prepare for their
performance for family and
friends. Getcha head in the
game with Troy and Gabriellal

Production Camp

A MIDSUMMER

NIGHT'S DREAM
Cost: $400 | Mon - Fri
9:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.
July 20 - 31| Age 15-18

Campers enrolled in this two-
week production will audition,
rehearse, and prepare for their
performance for family and
friends. Experience
Shakespearean Magic!

{\\

ACTING UP
Cost: $250 | Mon - Fri
9:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.
June 8 -12

The perfect way to stretch
acting muscles. Campers will
engage in scene work,
monologues, character
development, and improv in
preparation for a performance
for families & friends.

Production Camp

PETER PAN JR.

Cost: $400 | Mon - Fri
9:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.
July 20 - 31

Campers enrolled in this two-
week production will audition,
rehearse, and prepare for their
performance for family and
friends. Join Peter in his
fantastical flying adventurel!



MEET THE ‘
TEACHING ARTISTSl((‘

Susan Baer Collins

Susie has received numerous awards for her work as a director
and actor from OCP, Omaha’s Theatre Arts Guild, and Omaha
Arts and Entertainment. She received the Nebraska State
Governor's Artist of the Year Award with her longtime colleague
Carl Beck in 2014. In 2018, she received the McDowell Award from
the Great Plains Theatre Commons for her contributions to the
Omaha theatre community. “Thanks for the amazing
opportunities, the wonderful memories, and the many lifelong
friendships I've found here.”

Camille Balbuena

Camille Balbuena is a Dominican artist and Creighton University
graduate with a degree in Theater and a minor in Musical
Theatre. Rooted in the rhythms of merengue, salsa, and bachata,
Camille discovered her passion for Latin dance early on,
performing in the Dominican Republic with Mar y Sol Dance
School and later teaching salsa with Creighton’s Salsa Club. She
is excited to teach Rhythm and Flow dance classes at OCP,
creating a vibrant, welcoming space where everyone can feel
confident and enjoy dancing.

Kevin Barratt

Kevin received a Bachelor's degree in Speech and Theatre from
Dana College in 1979 and obtained a Master of Arts Degree
from the University of Nebraska at Omaha with an emphasis in
directing. He was a member of the Rose Theatre’s acting
company where he served as Education Director as well as a
performer, director, and fight choreographer. Kevin worked with
Shakespeare on the Green from its inception in 1988 and
performed yearly for twenty-five odd seasons. From 2005-2023
he ran drama programs at Benson High School and South High
Magnet School for the performing arts. He continues his pursuit
of lifelong learning in a variety of capacities and is a Master
Artist with the Nebraska Arts Council's Artist-in-Schools program.




MEET THE
TEACHING ARTISTSl((‘

Brandon Box-Higdem

Brandon Box-Higdem is the Associate Artistic Director at Omaha
Community Playhouse with over 35 years of theatre experience. He
holds degrees in Vocal Performance and Theatrical Directing and
studied at The Actor’s Studio School of Drama in NYC. Favorite
directing credits include Into the Woods, The Secret Garden,
Memphis, Macbeth, and RENT. He has received multiple teaching
honors, including Arkansas Teacher of the Year and induction into

the UAM Music and Theater Hall of Fame. Brandon is beyond
excited to be back home at the Omaha Community Playhouse.

Dana Cassling

Dana has a BFA in Theatre from Texas Christian University where
she also performed with their nationally recognized improv troupe
"Senseless Acts of Comedy" and directed my own troupe that
specialized in long form improv. Since then, Dana has spent time
working at Walt Disney World in the entertainment department,
where she also performed and ’rqugh’r improv and theatre in the
Orlando area. Dana now serves as a teaching artist here at OCP
and enjoys teaching all ages about the magic of the theatre.

Kateri Determan

Kateri is an Omaha native, and is thrilled to return to OCP. She is
in her 6th year teaching K-8 music, and has directed,
choreographed, and ran The Wizard of Oz Jr, The Addams Family
y@p, Frozen Jr, and a Year with Frog and Toad in her schools. She
teaches dance at the JCC, and choreographed Mary Poppins and
SpongeBob Jr there too. This is her first year music directing the
musicals at Millard South! She music directed Annie Jr and The
Music Man Jr production camps at OCP in the summer of 2025,
and can't wait for what's next!




MEET THE
TEACHING ARTISTSl((‘

Alice Franssen

Alice Franssen is an Omaha-based teaching artist and musical
theatre performer who believes theatre can be a force for social
change. At Free Street Theater, she collaborated with young
artists to devise original work addressing climate injustice,
helping students transform their lived experiences into powerful
storytelling. With Epic Players Alice supported productions that
celebrated neurodiverse voices and fostered authentic connection.
She continues to center social justice and accessibility in her work,
creating spaces where students feel seen, valued, and inspired to
share their stories!

Evelyn Hill

Evelyn Hill has cultivated her teaching experience over the past
four years through engagements with community-based, non-
profit theater organizations, including the Omaha Community
Playhouse and RESPECT. Additionally, she has acquired practical
teaching expertise within the Omaha Public School District,
working in traditional classroom settings. Evelyn has experience
teaching individuals aged 4 to 60+ through classes at the Omaha
Community Playhouse. Her professional passions lie in teaching,
performing, as well as giving back to the Omaha community.

Katy Kepler

Katy Kepler (she/her) is a multidisciplinary theatre artist currently
serving as the Director of Mobile Theatre at OCP and has been
teaching students of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds for over
a decade. Through her work with the VROOM! Mobile Sensory
Theatre, Katy has led a range of sensory informed workshops at
OCP and with community partners, including an ongoing
residency with the Ronald McDonald House. Katy has a B.S. in
Theatre from SUNY Brockport.




MEET THE ‘
TEACHING ARTISTSl((‘

Jamie Orton

Jaime Orton is a choreographer, performer, and teaching artist
based in Lincoln, NE. She recently earned her BFA in Musical
Theatre from Nebraska Wesleyan University and now travels
nationwide choreographing musicals and competitive show choirs.
In addition to her work onstage and in rehearsal rooms, she is
passionate about arts education and partners with Omaha
Community Playhouse and BLIXT Arts Lab to lead theatre camps
for students in grades K-12, fostering creativity and confidence in
young performers. She is grateful to her mentors, collaborators,
and community who continue to support her journey in the arts.

Roz Parr

Roz Parr is an actress, singer, and puppeteer. She has been on
many stages in the local area including at the Omaha
Community Playhouse, the Rose Children’s Theater, Shelterbelt
Theater, SNAP Productions and Chanticleer Theater. Musical
theater and comedy are her wheelhouse. Roz enjoys working with
youth artists because they bring such vivid imaginations and
open hearts to their work.

Nadia Ra’Shaun

Nadia Ra’Shaun is happy to be back home in Omaha classrooms!
She is an NYC based actress, choreographer, and teaching artist.
Nadia has toured with the 25th Anniversary company of
HAIRSPRAY and the North American company of The Book of
Mormon. Nadia is an advocate for performers with chronic illness
and believes that anyone can be an artist.
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Curtis Reynolds

Curtis Reynolds is an award-winning music director, vocal coach,
and performer with a strong foundation in vocal pedagogy and
musical theatre. He holds a Master of Fine Arts in Musical
Theater Vocal Pedagogy from The Boston Conservatory at
Berklee, where his research focused on “Deliberate Practice in
the Voice Studio.” He earned his Bachelor of Music in Vocal
Performance (Musical Theatre) from New York University's
Steinhardt School. He has music directed dozens of productions
nationwide and maintains a private voice studio in Omaha
working with emerging artists and professionals alike.

Maverick Risley

Maverick Risley is a professional actor and teaching artist with
over ten years of performance experience and a B.A. in Theatre
from Northwestern College. His credits include The Text, Hope's
Song, and Reunions in Heaven, along with stage roles in The
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, Noises Off, and
The Crucible. He brings his passion for acting, collaborative
creativity, and enthusiasm to OCP.

Giovanni Rivera

Giovanni Rivera has been a teaching artist at the Omaha
Community Playhouse since 2023. He teaches Improv & Acting
for middle/high school, Acting 101 (previously Intro to acting) for
adults and has directed and assistant directed multiple junior
productions in the SHFTA program.
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Kenzie Sawyer

Kenzie (she/her) is a dancer, choreographer, and educator
with a BFA in Contemporary Dance and a minor in Arts
Entrepreneurship from the University of North Carolina School
of the Arts. With a passion for storytelling through movement,
Kenzie has choreographed and taught for theaters and dance
studios across Nebraska. She brings warmth, clarity, and
creativity into the classroom—empowering young performers to
express themselves with confidence and joy.

Annal.eesa Sawyer
Annaleesa is an actor and teaching artist based in Omahaq,

Nebraska. They have a BFA in Acting with a Vocal Music Minor
from the Johnny Carson School of Theatre and film. They focus
on DEI work within their film and theatre pieces, working on
diversity, equity, inclusion, and confidence. Every child should feel
like they belong somewhere and that they can do great things.
Annaleesa is in the film festival run of their short film, Sew
Lucky, by Frumble Films and it has been to 5+ festivals thus far.
You can find more of their artistic works at annaleesasawyer.com

Danielle Smith

Danielle has worked in Africa, Asia, and the United States as an
Actress, Artist, Director and Coach. She has a BA in Musical
Theatre with an Acting Emphasis and a BA in Directing from the
University of Northern Colorado and an MA in Theatre from the
University of Nebraska at Omaha. Danielle has explored all sides
of theatre from the audition table. She is thrilled to teach
students at OCP this year! “Thank you to the students, in
advance, for what they will bring!”

Jack Zerbe

Jack Zerbe is a seasoned educator with over four decades of
experience that includes work at Indiana University/Bloomington,
University of California/Berkeley, University of California/Santa
Cruz, Guilford College/NC, and the University of Nebraska at
Omaha. He has had the good fortune to have studied with
and/or worked alongside several theatre greats who have been a
source of inspiration. As much as Jack enjoys acting, his first love
is and will always be, teaching.
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