
Sensory Guide
This guide highlights auditory, visual, and emotional sensory
impacts within the performance. Please note that content
notations contain minor spoilers. Sometimes, the magic of live
theatre means unexpected things will happen, and not all
moments can be accounted for.



Show Synopsis

Approximate Run Time
Act 1: 70 Minutes

Intermission: 15 Minutes
Act 2: 70 Minutes

Set in 1936 Pittsburgh, two siblings clash over the fate of a prized heirloom piano
that symbolizes their family’s painful history. August Wilson’s haunting, luminous
play examines themes of heritage, sacrifice, and the tension between preserving
history and the pursuit of prosperity. This show contains strong language.

House lights will remain on at a low level throughout the relaxed
performance.
The last row of the center section will be clear for pacing and movement.

Relaxed Performance
Saturday, February 7 | 7:30pm

A Relaxed Performance is an inclusive theatrical experience designed to be
welcoming to individuals with neurodiverse needs and those attending with them.
Along with offering a few technical modifications and support materials, this
supportive environment provides an opportunity to participate in live theatre in a
comfortable setting. As the name suggests, these performances are less formal
and more supportive of sensory, communication, movement, and learning needs.
At no time will anyone be asked to leave the performance due to sound,
movement, or behaviors related to differing cognitive/developmental abilities. This
is a judgment-free environment.



Sensory Impact Key
Auditory

Visual

Emotional

This is a play with singing and music
Transitions between scenes will include dimmed lights.
Most scene transitions have music underscoring.
Candles onstage are artificial.
Theatrical haze is used during the production.
There are elements that suggest the haunting of the home by a ghost.
Audience members are likely to applaud after songs and scenes.
There is strong language that is used throughout the show that can make
some audience members feel uncomfortable.

General Sensory Considerations



DescriptionSensory
Impact

PRESHOW

SCENE ONE: THE CHARLES HOUSEHOLD

A deep voice yells to be let into the house

The Piano Lesson: Sensory Guide (ACT 1)

RELAXED PERFORMANCE ONLY: Before the show begins,
there will be an additional curtain speech.

Bernice and Boy Willie argue

SCENE TWO: THE CHARLES HOUSEHOLD

MUSIC: HONKY TONK TRAIN BLUES

MUSIC: O LORD BERTA BERTA

Bernice screams because she sees a ghost.

Maretha and Boy Willie play the piano

Bernice yells Maretha’s name

Wining Boy and Doaker talk about a friend’s death

Wining Boy, Doaker, Boy Willie, and Lymon talk about the
number of deaths from The Ghoats of the Yellow Dog

Doaker shares his family history that includes slavery, a fire,
and murder



DescriptionSensory
Impact

The Piano Lesson: Sensory Guide (ACT 1)

SCENE TWO: THE CHARLES HOUSEHOLD (CONT.)

MUSIC: RAMBLING GAMBLING MAN

MUSIC: BRIGHT PIANO BOOGIE WOOGIE

When Boy Willie and Lymon try to move the piano there are
sounds, lights, and a wind effect from Sutter’s ghost.

Bernice becomes upset yells at Boys Willie and Hits
him multiple times

Maretha sees a ghost and yells for her mother

INTERMISSION



DescriptionSensory
Impact

The Piano Lesson: Sensory Guide (ACT 2)

SCENE ONE: THE CHARLES HOUSEHOLD

Lights dim

MUSIC: DOAKER SINGS DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE

SCENE TWO: THE CHARLES HOUSEHOLLD

MUSIC: THE OLD SHIP OF ZION

SCENE THREE: THE CHARLES HOUSEHOLD

Bernice yells from upstairs

MUSIC: MEAN OLD WORLD

SCENE FOUR: THE CHARLES HOUSEHOLD

MUSIC: I SHALL NOT BE MOVED

SCENE FIVE: THE CHARLES HOUSEHOLD

Bernice and Boy Willie argue

Maretha screams in pain when she it burned by a hot comb

Bernice gets a gun



DescriptionSensory
Impact

A Christmas Carol: Sensory Guide (ACT 2)

Spooky Sound and Light Effect

MUSIC: CLEOTHA”S SONG

Avery tries to cast out Sutter’s ghost from the house
with holy water and a candle. Boy Willie yells back at
the ghost and begins to fight him, and falls down the
stairs. The piano opens on its own, then Bernice begins
to play it and chant a song to her ancestors. There are
strobe lights and haze throughout the scene

CURTAIN CALL

END OF SHOW


